
December 2, 2002 

Public Notice for 401 Water Quality Certification 

Granite Construction Company 
Gravel Extraction at the Huffman and Sultan Gravel Bars 

WDID No. 1A02143WNDN 

Del Norte County 

On August 28, 2002, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control board (Regional Water 
Board) received an application from the Granite Construction Company requesting Federal 
Clean Water Act, Section 401, Water Quality Certification for the extraction of gravel from the 
Huffman and Sultan gravel bars in the Smith River.  The Huffman and Sultan gravel bars are 
below the ordinary high water mark of the Smith River, approximately ten miles north of 
Crescent City. The application was deemed complete on August 28, 2002. 

Granite Construction produced cross-sections of the channel in the spring 2002 to evaluate 
hydrology and aggregate extraction potential. Profiles generated from the spring surveys are 
overlain upon last year’s post-extraction (fall) profiles.  The comparison of the successive 
profiles reveals areas of aggregate recruitment generated naturally during winter high flow 
sediment transport events.  During the comparison, delineation of potential extraction areas, 
proposed extraction depths, and final slope gradients were prepared for the upcoming 2003 
extraction season. 

Granite Construction proposes to extract up to 40,000 cubic yards over 13 acres from the 
Huffman bar.  The main haul road enters the bar along the left bank near the middle of the 
project site. Since extraction generally takes place upon the exposed, unvegetated areas of the 
gravel bars, there has been no need to extend roads through areas of riparian vegetation.  Up to 
25,000 cubic yards over 5 acres will be extracted from the Sultan bar.  The existing road passes 
through an area of established riparian vegetation providing access to the exposed area of the 
gravel bar. 

Excavation at the two gravel bars is typically conducted with scrapers.  The rubber-tired vehicles 
are driven through the area of extraction, excavating up to six inches of river run aggregate at a 
pass. Watering of the haul roads is conducted as needed during dry periods to control fugitive 
dust. The scrapers or dump trucks travel from the extraction site to the stockpile area and back 
from 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday during the extraction season, which ends 
October 15. When the operator has removed the aggregate to the approved extraction design 
lines and grades, the extraction area is smoothed leaving no depressions or berms that may 
potentially trap fish or cause impacts to surrounding habitats when winter flows cover the 
extraction surfaces.  

The following measures have been identified by Granite Construction for implementation to 
reduce the impacts of the operation: 

1. 	 Maintain extraction area vertical and horizontal offsets from the live channel to prevent 
incidental fill and vehicle encroachment and maintain channel confinement. 

2. 	 Reclaim extraction site following extraction to transition smoothly from natural topography 
to that of the final extraction surface. 
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3. 	 Process all extracted materials in a contained area away from the river channel to prevent the 
potential release of fine sediment. 

4. 	 Conduct annual site inspections with agency staff to ensure compliance with approved 
extraction/operational plan. 

A copy of the Mitigated Negative Declaration was prepared for this project and may be reviewed 
by contacting the Del Norte Planning Commission in Crescent City or the California Department 
of Fish and Game in Redding.   

The proposed project will cause temporary disturbances to waters of the United States associated 
with the Smith River Hydrologic Unit No. 103.00.  The nearest receiving water is the Smith 
River for both extraction sites. 

The project is scheduled to take place annually between June 1 and October 15.  Staff is 
proposing to regulate this project pursuant to Section 401 of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 
1341). Please contact Ben Zabinsky at (707) 576-6750 if you would like to be notified of the 
exact start date for the 2003 extraction season.  Comments on this project should be submitted to 
Ben Zabinsky at zabib@rb1.swrcb.ca.gov within 21 days of the posting of this notice. 

BZ:js/granite 401 post 


